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Buckle Up, America. Every Trip. Every Time. 
Tighten Your Belt Before and After Thanksgiving Dinner 

 
Seat Belts Save Lives 

 
• Regular seat belt use is the single most effective way to protect people and reduce 

fatalities in motor vehicle crashes. 
 
• Research has shown that when lap/shoulder belts are used properly, the risk of fatal 

injury to front seat passengers is reduced by 45 percent, and the risk of moderate-to-
critical injury is reduced by 65 percent.  

 
• Yet nearly one in five Americans (18 percent nationally) still fail to regularly wear 

their seat belts when driving or riding in a motor vehicle. 
 

• Although seat belt use increased to a record 82 percent nationally in 2005 (up from 
58 percent since 1994), too many Americans still choose not to regularly wear their 
seat belts. 

 
Too Many Ignore the Facts 
 

• According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), 31,415 
passenger vehicle occupants died in traffic crashes during 2005 – and 55 percent of 
those killed were NOT wearing their seat belt at the time of the crash.   

 
• Nearly two-thirds (64 percent) of the passenger vehicle occupants killed during the 

night were unbelted - compared to 47 percent during the day.  
 

• Also of great concern: belt use is much lower in the rear seat than the front. A 
detailed survey in 2005 showed that only 68 percent of rear seat passengers were 
belted, compared to 82 percent in the front seat.  

 
• Men - especially younger men – are much less likely to buckle up. In 2005, 67 

percent of male drivers and 74 percent of male passengers between the ages of 18 
and 34 who were killed in crashes were NOT wearing their seat belts. 

 
• According to NHTSA, pickup truck drivers and passengers consistently have the 

lowest seat belt usage rates of all motorists.  
 



• In 2005, the observed seat belt use rate in pickup trucks was only 73 percent 
compared to 83 percent in passenger cars and 85 percent in vans and SUVs.  

 
• This lack of seat belt use is deadly. In 2005, 68 percent of pickup truck drivers and 

71 percent of pickup truck passengers who were killed in traffic crashes were not 
buckled up.  

 
• Americans driving or riding on rural roadways also face a much greater risk of being 

injured or killed in traffic crashes than do those in urban or suburban areas. 
 
• Seat belt use in the nation’s rural areas consistently trails the national average. 

 
• Nationally, in 2005, only 79 percent of rural drivers and their passengers were 

observed wearing their seat belts compared to 81 percent for urban motorists and 83 
percent among suburban motorists. 

 
• Part of the danger to rural drivers comes from delayed recovery and emergency 

response along isolated roadways. But much of the danger is also due to excessive 
speed, increased alcohol use, vehicle rollovers and higher occupant ejection rates.  

 
Children Must Be Properly Restrained, Too. 
 

 Parents are getting the message:  98 percent of all American infants under 1 year old 
are now restrained. 

 
 Unfortunately, 7 out of 10 child safety restraints are improperly used. 

 
 Older children need to be appropriately restrained, for their size and age.  

 
 One study showed that children who are moved from child safety seats to regular 

vehicle seat belts too early are four times more likely to sustain a serious head injury 
in a crash than those restrained in child safety seats or booster seats.  The easiest way 
to remember is, “if they are under 4’ 9”, they need to be in a booster seat.” 

 
 For maximum child passenger safety, parents, grandparents and caregivers should 

always remember and follow The 4 Steps for Kids:   
 

1. Use rear-facing infant seats in the back seat from birth to at least 1 year of 
age and until they weigh at least 20 pounds; 

 
2. Use forward-facing toddler seats in the back seat from age 1 and at least 20 

pounds to about age 4 and 40 pounds; 
 

3. Use booster seats in the back seat from about age 4 to at least age 8, unless 
the child is 4‘9” tall. 

 
4. Use seat belts when they fit appropriately, usually at age 8 and older or taller 

than 4‘ 9”. ALL children up to age 13 should ride in the rear seat. 
 



Buckle Up, America.  Every Trip. Every Time. 
 

 Many part-time seat belt users say they forget or just fail to wear their seat belts on 
shorter trips or when traveling close to home. 

 
 Yet, deadly traffic crashes can and do happen anywhere at any time – in your 

neighborhood, on your way to work, when driving your kids to school, or when 
running errands close to home. 

 
 Thanksgiving is a special time of year when families come together to give thanks 

and remind all family members to buckle up—every trip, every time.  
 

 For more information, please visit www.clickitfla.com.  
 
 

Florida Safety Belt Law 
 

Florida Statute 316.614 
 

"Restrained by a safety belt" means being restricted by an appropriately adjusted safety 
belt which is properly fastened at all times when a motor vehicle is in motion.  

(1)  It is unlawful for any person:  

(a)  To operate a motor vehicle in this state unless each passenger and the operator of 
the vehicle under the age of 18 years are restrained by a safety belt or by a child restraint 
device pursuant to s. 316.613, if applicable; or  

(b)  To operate a motor vehicle in this state unless the person is restrained by a safety 
belt.  

(2)  It is unlawful for any person 18 years of age or older to be a passenger in the front 
seat of a motor vehicle unless such person is restrained by a safety belt when the vehicle 
is in motion.  

(3)(a)  Neither a person who is certified by a physician as having a medical condition that 
causes the use of a safety belt to be inappropriate or dangerous nor an employee of a 
newspaper home delivery service while in the course of his or her employment delivering 
newspapers on home delivery routes is required to be restrained by a safety belt.  

(b)  The number of front seat passengers of a pickup truck required to wear a safety belt 
pursuant to this section shall not exceed the number of safety belts which were installed 
in the front seat of such pickup truck by the manufacturer.  

(c)  An employee of a solid waste or recyclable collection service is not required to be 
restrained by a safety belt while in the course of employment collecting solid waste or 
recyclables on designated routes.  

http://www.clickitfla.com/


(d)  The requirements of this section shall not apply to the living quarters of a recreational 
vehicle or a space within a truck body primarily intended for merchandise or property.  

(4)  It is the intent of the Legislature that all state, county, and local law enforcement 
agencies, safety councils, and public school systems, in recognition of the fatalities and 
injuries attributed to unrestrained occupancy of motor vehicles, shall conduct a 
continuing safety and public awareness campaign as to the magnitude of the problem and 
adopt programs designed to encourage compliance with the safety belt usage 
requirements of this section.  

 

Florida Safety Belt Law 
(Continued) 

 

(5)  Any person who violates the provisions of this section commits a nonmoving 
violation, punishable as provided in chapter 318.  However, except for violations of s. 
316.613 and paragraph (1)(a), enforcement of this section by state or local law 
enforcement agencies must be accomplished only as a secondary action when a 
driver of a motor vehicle has been detained for a suspected violation.  

(6)  By January 1, 2006, each law enforcement agency in this state shall adopt 
departmental policies to prohibit the practice of racial profiling. When a law 
enforcement officer issues a citation for a violation of this section, the law 
enforcement officer must record the race and ethnicity of the violator. All law 
enforcement agencies must maintain such information and forward the information 
to the department in a form and manner determined by the department. The 
department shall collect this information by jurisdiction and annually report the 
data to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. The report must show separate statewide totals for the state's 
county sheriffs and municipal law enforcement agencies, state law enforcement 
agencies, and state university law enforcement agencies.  

(7)  A violation of the provisions of this section shall not constitute negligence per se, nor 
shall such violation be used as prima facie evidence of negligence or be considered in 
mitigation of damages, but such violation may be considered as evidence of comparative 
negligence, in any civil action. 

Bold/Underline Text = Amendment Effective July 1, 2005 

 
 
 
 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=Ch0316/Sec613.HTM
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